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SESSION GOALS

 Review Click and Clunk – How did it go?

 CSR Strategy: Get the Gist

 Classrooms Resources





CSR Learning 
Log 

Students keep 
track of learning 
“as it happens” 
and provide a 
springboard for 
follow-up 
activities. Logs 
support all 
students to be 
active 
participants.



CSR Expert Roles



Steps for Click and Clunk 

1. While reading, monitor your understanding. 

2. After reading a section of text, stop and identify 
any words or ideas that you do not understand 
(clunks). Write your clunks in your learning log.

3. Work with your group to use fix-up strategies to 
figure out the meaning of the unknown words or 
ideas. Circle the strategy(ies) in your learning log.

4. Put the definition back in the sentence to be sure it
makes sense.



WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Use the chat feature to address any of the following questions:

How did CSR Click and Clunk go when you tried it in 
your classroom?
What questions do you have?
What tips can I offer?



CSR STRATEGIES:
GET THE GIST



WHAT IS GET THE GIST?

Steps to Get the Gist

1. Name the “who” or “what” the paragraph 
is mostly about.

2. Identify the most important information 
about the “who” or “what”.

3. Write the gist in about 10 words.



WHEN IS GET THE GIST USED?

Get the Gist is used during reading. 

Students stop and find the meaning of their clunks 
and then figure out the gist at the end of each 
section of text. 

NOTE: The teacher pre-determines sections of text 
and either marks or tells students the sections 
(about 3 for one 50 minutes class period).



WHY IS GET THE GIST IMPORTANT?

People do not remember everything they 
read.
Successful readers process individual ideas 
but remember just the most important 
parts—the main ideas of what they read 
(and perhaps some interesting details)
During reading, strong readers:
 Implicitly generate a gist after each paragraph.
Make inferences and connections between paragraphs.

(Pressley, 2006)





WHY IS GET THE GIST IMPORTANT FOR ALL STUDENTS, INCLUDING ELLS?

Scaffolds comprehension
Increases memory 
Involves higher level thinking
Increases metacognition
Provides a purpose for reading
Allows teachers to monitor 
comprehension



SEABIRDS

A seabird is any bird that spends 
most of its time at sea and depends on 
the sea and its islands for all its basic 
needs. The sea provides food and its 
remote islands and rocky outcroppings 
provide safe nesting and resting 
places. For 60 million years, these 
highly specialized, diverse birds have 
adapted to life on the world’s vast 
oceans.



GET THE GIST: SEABIRDS
Who or what:
Seabirds

Important information:
Seabirds spend most of their time at sea.
Seabirds depend on the sea and its islands for their basic 
needs.
The sea provides food and resting and nesting places.

Write the gist in 10 words or less:
Seabirds get what they need from the sea.
Seabirds depend on the sea for everything they need.



THE DISCOVERY OF HELIOBACTER
PYLORI
BY DIANA J. ARYA

Have you ever felt pain in your stomach?  
Most of the time, stomach pains are temporary 
and go away quickly. The pain from peptic ulcers, 
the most common type of ulcer, is very different. 
People who have peptic ulcers feel a sharp 
burning sensation in or near their stomach. They 
often do not want to eat, and have a difficult time 
sleeping at night. This burning sensation 
intensifies directly after meals, and, sometimes 
involves vomiting. People all over the world 
suffer from peptic ulcers.



Most Important Who or What

Pain or peptic ulcers

Important Information

They are painful near or in the stomach.

They can last a while and stop people from eating or sleeping.

They occur in people all over the world.

Gist

oPeptic ulcers are common and painful and disrupt 
many activities.

OR

oPeptic ulcers are so painful in or near the stomach 
that they disrupt everyday life.







EARTH FRIENDLY FABRICS SECTION TWO



GET THE GIST IN ACTION



STUDENTS’ GISTS: SECTION II

1. Scientists use synthetic fibers are made from 
petroleum extracted from the ground.

2. Some companies recycle while others use 
chemicals, materials and other stuff.

3. Many other companies make clothes that hurt 
the earth, but earth friendly fabrics help the 
earth.

4. Clothes and shoes involves chemicals and 
energies but now involves corn sugar.



TEACHING TIPS Get the Gist



COMMON STUDENT GIST WRITING ISSUES

Gists are too specific or copied.
Cotton is bad because plants are smothered with toxic chemicals.

Gists are too general. These ‘headline gists’ often are incomplete 
sentences. 
 This section is about bad things with clothes.
bad and good ways to make clothes

Gists only partially synthesize section.
Some companies are starting to make clothes from waste or recycled 

materials. [misses the ‘bad part’]



HIGH QUALITY GISTS

Are written in complete sentences.

A good way to start is to begin with the most important who or what

Companies_______________________________________.

Scientists_________________________________________.

(important information)



USE THE 
CUE CARDS

BACK SIDE OF GIST 
EXPERT CARD



SAMPLE DISCUSSION STEMS
Agreement:

I agree with __________  because…

I like what _______ said because…

I agree with ______; but on the other 
hand…

Disagreement:

I disagree with ______ because…

I’m not sure I agree with what _____ 
said because…

I can see that _____; however I 
disagree with (or can’t see)…

Clarifications:

Could you please repeat that for me?

[Paraphrase what you heard and ask] 
Could you explain a bit more, please?

I’m not sure I understood you when you 
said…Could you say more about that?

What’s your evidence…?

Where in the text does it support that 
idea?

Select a few discussion stems. Focus on those for one or more lessons.
To learn more about Accountable Talk: 
http://ifl.pitt.edu/index.php/educator_resources/accountable_talk



FACILITATE GROUP 
WORK

During – Group Work 
Rubrics

After –
Role Reflections 



TEACH STUDENTS TO EVALUATE GISTS



FINE TUNE STRATEGY USE



USE THE TEACHER CUE CARDS



AVOID PITFALLS: GIST

Write a gist for the following paragraph.

Sloths have long gray or brown hair that 
blends in well with the surrounding environment, 
making it difficult for predators, such as the jaguar, 
to see them. They eat leaves and buds. A sloth's 
gestation period is almost six months. They do most 
things upside down: eat, sleep (an average of 15 
hours per day), mate, and give birth. The probable 
maximum sloth lifespan is between 30 and 40 years. 



TEACHING CONSIDERATIONS – GET THE 
GIST
Be sure text has main ideas (remember the “sloth”). 

Teachers should prepare gists for each section prior to the lesson. 

Teachers should evaluate the quality of gists. 

Gists should be complete sentences. 

Don’t start gists with: This section is about… 

Teachers or students get too hung up on 10 words or less. A few more is 
okay. 

Encourage discussion. 
 Justify thinking with evidence from the text.
 Students need lots of practice discussing gist quality.

ELLs benefit from hearing lots of examples from teachers and peers as 
they learn how to distinguish main idea from details. 



NEXT STEPS



FOR NEXT TIME: 
1. LOG IN TO THE CSR ONLINE TOOLKIT
2. TRY GET THE GIST IN YOUR CLASSROOM

http://toolkit.csrcolorado.org/

LOGIN – create an account

http://toolkit.csrcolorado.org/


1. TO REVIEW– SEE CSR FOUNDATIONS PD: GET THE 
GIST



2. FOR GET THE GIST INTRO LESSON FOR STUDENTS – GO 
TO CLASSROOM RESOURCES: STRATEGY INTRO LESSONS



FINAL THOUGHTS - GET THE GIST
Getting the main idea is a difficult skill for most students.

Students often require significant scaffolding to learn the process well.

Model the process, scaffold in small groups, shorten sections, and provide feedback. 

Use the modified Gist Scaffold Learning Log

In addition, learning to give and get feedback takes time.

Use the role cards, use resources on the CSR Toolkit and practice, practice, practice…



SEE YOU ON NOV. 5
-DEBRIEF CLICK AND CLUNK
-INTRO TO CSR STRATEGY: GET THE GIST

WHAT QUESTIONS DO YOU 
HAVE???
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