
PALS in Reading: Part 4

Review/Booster Session



PALS Webinar Series

10/05: Overview & Implementation

10/19: Partner Reading with Retell

11/02: Paragraph Shrinking & Prediction 

Relay

• 11/16: Put it all together

• 11/30: Booster session; Preview of K-

PALS and First Grade PALS

Each session includes review and Q&A from the previous session. You 

are encouraged to try the strategies presented between each webinar.
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Objectives

• Today we will review:

– How the four PALS activities go together 

– Pairing students and selecting texts of appropriate 

difficulty

• You will also learn about PALS mini-lessons for 

supporting students’ reading and coaching 

behaviors
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PALS REVIEW & QUESTIONS



PALS Review

5 min

5 min

2 min



PALS Review

5 min

5 min

5 min

5 min



Train Students



Monitor Students

• Watch to see:

– Are students following 

the routines?

– How good is the 

feedback they give?

– How strong are their 

main idea statements 

and retellings?

– How good are their 

predictions?

Monitoring is your most important job 

once students have started PALS!



Student Materials













Assigning Pairs

H8th LP8th HP

G7th LP7th HP

F6th LP6th HP

E5th LP5th HP

D4th LP4th HP

C3rd LP3rd HP

B2nd LP2nd HP

ATop LPTop HP

PairsLower-Performing Readers 

(LP)

Higher-Performing Readers 

(HP)



Selecting Appropriate Texts

• Text should be at 

weaker reader’s level

– No more than 10 

errors per 100 words

• Each pair may read 

from DIFFERENT text

– Within the pair, 

students read the 

same text
Selecting appropriate texts is 

critical to the success of PALS 



Scheduling PALS

• Implement PALS: 

– 2-3 times per week

– 35-45 minutes per session

– for at least 16-18 weeks

• Implement PALS at a regular time.

– Same time each day.

– Same days each week.



Fidelity

• Follow the PALS scripts (doesn’t need to be 
verbatim, but should cover the same content)

• Use the PALS materials
– Question Card

– Correction Card

– Point Sheet

• Ensure that students are “getting it.”

• Reteach as needed.

• Implement PALS 3 times per week.



YOUR QUESTIONS?



PALS MINI-LESSONS



Purpose and Use 

of Mini-Lessons
• Mini-lessons are optional

• Designed to supplement PALS lessons 

when students need additional instruction

• Use only those that are needed

• Implement during your usual PALS time

• Include abbreviated partner work if 

possible



Reading for Information

• 1A: Introduction

• 1B: Partner Reading & Retell

• 1C: Paragraph Shrinking & Prediction 

Relay



Retell

• 2: Retelling events in sequence

• 3: Including only events you read

• 4: Including all the important parts



Paragraph Shrinking

• 5: Naming the most important who or what

• 6: Naming the most important thing about 

the who or what

• 7: Making good main idea statements

• 8: Shrinking good main idea statements



Prediction Relay

• 9: Making a good prediction



Student Behaviors

• 10: Pairs Cooperating Together

• 11: Giving and Getting Help

• 12: Coaching during Partner Reading

• 13: Coaching during Retell

• 14: Coaching during Paragraph Shrinking



Student Motivation

• 15: Secret Pairs

• 16: Super Points



ANY LAST QUESTIONS?



Thanks!


